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Summit speaker sees need for innovation leader

Richard Bendis says
area possesses many
advantages already

3y ANDREA DECKERT

The Rochester region has many assets
0 foster economic growth and could ben-
:fit by having one person—an “innova-
ion intermediary”’—who makes it easier
for the region to bring innovation to the
narketplace.

That is the message of Richard Bendis,
ceynote speaker and one of the scheduled
sanelists at next Friday’s annual Eyes on
the Future, a regional economic summit,
at St. John Fisher College.

Such a person could create a database of

My banker asked if I'd like to
come to the bank less often.

global resources that |
would make it easi- |
er to connect people, |
align and leverage |
resources, find ways [
to partner more ef- |
fectively with others |
and line up technol- |
ogy and commercial-
ization, he said. An

Richard Bendis

-innovation intermediary also could man-

age commercialization, venture capital and
other investment programs.

“There’s often a sense of urgency with
people who have new ideas to connect with
those who can see if the idea is viable,”
Bendis said. “Technology and innovation
changes so quickly, so someone who can
connect the dots helps create a greater
chance of success.”

This relationship is unique.
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Bendis is the president and CEO of
Pennsylvania-based Bendis Group In-
vestments LLC, a financial intermedi-
ary and consulting firm, and Innovation
America, a non-profit, private/public
partnership focused on entrepreneurial
innovation.

Bendis is to appear on a panel with
Anne Kress, president of Monroe Com-
munity College; Richard Kaplan, presi-
dent and CEO of Pictometry International
Corp.; Mark Peterson, president and CEO,
of Greater Rochester Enterprise Inc.; and
Susan Holliday, publisher of the Roches-
ter Business Journal. Richard Bellafiore,
senior partner and director of public af-
fairs for Eric Mower and Assocmtes Inc.,
will moderate.

Bendis, who has visited the region be-
fore, says its quality of life is a draw.

The area’s assets include a well-educat-
ed work force, a history of innovation,
highly respected academic institutions,
science and technology leaders, and or-
ganizations that help with economic de-
velopment, such as Greater Rochester
Enterprise Inc.

“Those together are some of the ingre-
dients necessary to build an economy that
can survive and thrive,” Bendis said.

Like other parts of the country, the
Rochester region needs to work on ac-
centuating the positive.

What seems to be lacking is an entrepre-
neurial culture, he said, and business mentors
are needed to help fledgling entrepreneurs.

“Those who have done it successfully
need to support those who are trying to
do it,” he said.

Continued on page 9

Event fncuSes
on w_avs for

: Eyes:o‘ the Future 2009 wﬂl fo-
 cuson fosten_ng new opportunities for
growth, development and mnovatlon

Fisher College. It unites profes sionals
from financial institutions, small busi-
nesses, large enterprises, local gov-
ernments, colleges and universities,
service organizations and economic

- development organizations.

. An expo featuring local businesses
will begin at 7 a.m. and be followed
by the summit at 8:30 a.m.

In its third year, the event brings
_together experts on career and eco-
nomic development to help attend-
ees understand how they can use the
area’s resources and networks either
to begin a career or to establish a busi-
ness, officials explained.

Key themes this year include work
force alignment, entrepreneurship, in-
novation, career development and edu-
cation, ‘and community engagement.

A panel discussion will focus on
charting a course toward a work force
that can compete globally for indus-
tries and businesses, driving sustain-
able growth.

The summit’s lead orgamzatlons are
Greater Rochester Enterprise Inc. and

- the Small Business Council of Roches-
ter, an affiliate of the Rochester Business
Alliance Inc., which will serve as host
for the first Eyes Expo, a business and
career event focused on economic devel-
opment and work force alignment.

Some 50 exhibiting organizations
will share insights and perspectives
on entrepreneurship and career devel-
opment, as well as strategies for the
recruitment of new talent and busi-
nesses.

- Organizers said the event motivates
people to learn and engage in build-
ing a strong economy and a success-
ful community. The past two events

~ drew a total of more than 2,500 people
from the nine-county region. This year,
nearly 2,000 attendees are expected.

For more information and registra-

A tlon visit w yesontheﬁlture biz.

a s —Andrea Deckert
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Support also is needed for early-stage re-
search that could lead to commercial ven-
tures, particularly when it comes to seed
capital and venture funding and branding
the area as an innovative region.

“A region can be as insulated or as
self-promotional as it wants to be,” Ben-
dis said. “There are good ideas here and
good people here, but not the element of
connectivity there needs to be.”

Bendis believes money is available for
those who have a valid business plan,
even in a poor economy and a state where
many balk at the cost of doing business,
he said.

“Investors are looking for quality busi-
ness opportunities and quality people to
build a business around,” he said.

Bendis said the summit is a step in the
right direction and praised the number
of people interested in helping the area
grow. .

“It’s a very positive sign there might be
a new energy emerging,” he said.

Bendis’ roles have included corporate
executive, venture capitalist, investment
banker, innovation and technology-based
economic development leader and interna-
tional speaker and consultant in the tech-
nology, health care and innovation devel-
opment industries.

He is also a frequent consultant and
speaker for many organizations, including
the United Nations, NATO and national
and international technology-based eco-
nomic development organizations.

Last December, he made a presentation
to President-elect Barack Obama’s transi-
tion team regarding a national innovation
framework for the federal government.

adeckert@rbj.net / 585-546-8303

BB Announcement

Ingrid S. Palermo Has Joined Our Rochester Office

Ingrid 8. Palermo is a graduate of Mount Holyoke College (B.A., 1993) and Western New
England College School of Law (J.D., 1996), where she was Note Editor of the Western

New England Law Review (1995-1996).

Ms. Palermo represents secured creditors, unsecured creditors and debtors in out-of-court
workouts in bankruptcy proceedings and foreclosure actions. She also assists taxing

authorities and governmental entities in Chapter 11 bankruptcy cases.

Ms. Palermo was formerly associated with the firm of Harter Secrest & Emery LLP in
Rochester, New York. Previously, she was-the Confidential Law Clerk to Hon. John C.
Ninfo, Il of the Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of New York and was a U.S.
Attorney General Honor’s Program attorney in the United States Trustee’s Office for the

Eastern District of New York.

Ms. Palermo is admitted to practice in New York and before the United States Bankruptcy Court and the U.S. District

Courts for the Eastern, Northern, Southern and Western Districts of New York.
Ms. Palermo will join the following attorneys in our Rochester Office:

Timothy M. Fitzgerald, Real Estate / Lending

William Greener, Intellectual Property

James C. Holahan, Labor and Employment Law
Edward P. Hourihan, Jr., Construction / Litigation
Robert H. Kirchner, Business and Corporate Law

345 Woodcliff Drive, Suite 208
Fairport, NY 14450-4210
585-362-4700 = www.bsk.com

Peter A. Jones, Labor and Employment Law

Peter C. Lutz, Real Estate / Lending
Gregory J. McDonald, Commercial Litigation
Joseph S. Nacca, Commercial Litigation

BOND, SCHOENECK & KING, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW = NEW YORK. FLORIDA KANSAS

Brian Laudadio, Litigation / Labor and Employment Law
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